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The Life of  Levi Temple
Your ancestor, Levi Temple, was one of  many 

American colonists who risked his life to win 

freedom from British rule. This brave decision helped 

make the United States of  America a reality, but it also 

put him and his family in danger. He and the other 

men who fought were Patriots, a ragtag army standing 

up to the strongest military in the world. If  they 

won, they would become heroes and America would 

become a free nation. But if  they lost, they would lose 

everything they owned, ruin their families, and risk 

suffering the undignified death of  a traitor. 

Courage and determination allowed the Patriots 

to overcome incredible odds. After seven long years of  

war, the British surrendered, and the United States of  

America was born. This is the story about how your 

ancestor helped the founding fathers and mothers 

realize their dream of  a free country. 
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This 1833 hand-colored map shows Westford, Massachusetts, where Levi Temple was born.
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Westford, Massachusetts, 1886

Levi’s Life Before the War
Levi Temple was born in 1751 in the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony, which had been founded by the 

Puritans more than 100 years earlier. Farmers from 

England were drawn to the colony’s fertile land, 

along with blacksmiths, millers, innkeepers, and many 

other craftsmen. They settled in villages throughout 

Massachusetts, and the colony soon flourished.

Levi grew up with his parents and 10 siblings in 

the village of  Westford, about 30 miles northwest 

of  Boston. They were subjects of  the British crown, 

but like other American colonists, the Temple family 

enjoyed more wealth and freedom than the people 

who lived in England.1 Most northerners lived in rural 

farming villages like Westford. In the south, many 

lived on plantations that grew cash crops like tobacco 

and rice. Thousands of  African slaves arrived in the 

colonies each year. Few white colonists could afford to 

own slaves, but those who did used slave labor to tend 

crops, build roads, and do housework. 

Levi became a shoemaker like his father. He may 

have sold factory-made shoes in his shop, but he also 

made shoes by hand for those who wanted them.2 
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Did you know the word snob once referred to a shoemaker or his 
apprentice? If  he made new shoes from new leather, a shoemaker would 
have called himself  a cordwainer. In Britain, a person who repaired 
used shoes was only allowed to call themselves a cobbler. Shoemakers in 
Levi’s time usually offered ready-made shoes that a customer could buy 
right away, but also sold custom-made shoes that were hand-stitched and 
made with wood, leather, and other materials.3

In keeping with hundreds of  years of  tradition, Levi 

would have specialized in making shoes only for men 

or only for women. Regardless of  who the customer 

was, Levi would have been able to make a pair of  shoes 

in less than 24 hours. Shoemaking was a commonly 

practiced trade in the colonies, and competition could 

be fierce.

Levi was about 23 years old when he married 

Rachel Nutting in Westford on 10 March 1774.  

They lived together in Westford for about one year, 

and then they moved to the town of  Bowdoin, Maine. 

They were some of  the first people to settle there, and 

their daughter Martha became the second child to ever 

be born in Bowdoin. In all, Levi and Rachel had seven 

children together. 

The Children of levi Temple  
and raChel nuTTing:

— Martha (born 1776)

— Noah M. (born 1778)

— Sarah (born 1780)

— William Wilson (born 1782)

— Stephen (born 1784)

— Levi Jr. (born 1786)

— Joseph (born 13 October 1786)
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Marriage record for Levi Temple and Rachel Nutting, 10 March 1774
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Why did American Colonists want 
freedom from England? 

War with France had left Great Britain deeply in debt.4 

To make this money back, the British government 

raised taxes paid by its subjects in the American colonies. 

Newspapers, sugar, tea, and other goods became so expen-

sive that colonists could no longer afford to buy them. 

Americans grew frustrated because they did not have 

someone in the British government to fight for the 

things that were important to them, and they believed 

these new taxes were illegal. Many refused to buy 

British goods in protest.

Some colonists supported the king and wanted 

to remain part of  the British Empire. They were 

called Loyalists, Tories, Royalists, or King’s Men. But 

a growing number of  colonists wanted to break free 

from England and form their own nation. British sol-

diers clashed often with these angry rebels, called Patriots, 

Revolutionaries, Continentals, or American Whigs. They 

risked harassment and the fearsome charge of  treason, but the 

desire for independence grew stronger and stronger. 
The Boston Massacre, 1770
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The Boston
Massacre

~ Fast Facts ~

« even Though he WAs A pATrioT, fuTure u .s . 
 presiDenT John ADAms Chose To DefenD The eighT  
 briTish men Who Were ArresTeD AfTer The bosTon  
 mAssACre . he WAnTeD To shoW ThAT AmeriCAn  
 CourTs Were fAir AnD TrusTWorThy .

« There WAs very LiTTLe eviDenCe To prove The  
 briTish CAuseD The bosTon mAssACre, so six of The  
 briTish men Were seT free . hoWever, TWo soLDiers  
 Were ChArgeD WiTh mAnsLAughTer AnD brAnDeD  
 WiTh An ‘m’ on Their Thumbs .

« one of The peopLe kiLLeD in The ATTACk WAs Crispus  
 ATTuCks, A bosTon mAn WiTh AfriCAn AnD  
 nATive AmeriCAn AnCesTry . some sAiD he WAs  
 The firsT viCTim of The bosTon mAssACre, mAking  
 him The firsT mArTyr To The AmeriCAn revoLu- 
 TionAry CAuse .

« pAuL revere mADe An engrAving of The evenT ThAT  
 WAs useD As eviDenCe in The TriAL, even Though he  
 mAy noT hAve been There When iT hAppeneD .

The people of  Boston were especially angry 

with Great Britain, so the king sent thou-

sands of  soldiers to the city. On a bitterly cold day 

in the spring of  1770, the tension that had been 

growing between colonists and the British reached 

a boiling point. A mob of  colonists began harassing 

a group of  British soldiers in Boston on 5 March 

1770. At first, the colonists only hurled angry words 

at the soldiers. But the crowd grew larger and more 

agitated, and they began pelting the soldiers with 

snowballs. Frightened and outnumbered, the British 

soldiers fired into the crowd, killing five unarmed 

civilians and wounding six others. In the days that 

followed, newspapers showed graphic pictures of  

the event, and public officials called for anti-British 

protests throughout the colonies. The event came to 

be known as the Boston Massacre, and the people 

who died that day became victims of  British cruelty 

in the eyes of  the public. Six years later, that anger 

would spark the American Revolution.

The Boston Massacre
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By1773, Boston had become 

a hub of  Patriot activity 

and anti-British feeling. So, when the 

British passed the Tea Act that year, it 

didn’t surprise colonists that the largest 

protest took place in Boston Harbor. 

Under the cover of  night, a group of  

people dressed as Mohawk Indians 

boarded merchant ships docked in the 

harbor and dumped 342 chests of  tea 

into the icy waters below. 

“This is the most magnificent 

movement of  them all,” wrote John 

Adams, one of  America’s future found-

ing fathers. Inspired by Boston’s brav-

ery, other colonies held their own

tea parties and destroyed British mer-

chant ships. But not all colonists sup-

ported the Boston Tea Party. Many 

believed that destruction of  private 

property (the tea) was illegal and 

needed to be repaid. 

The British agreed. Furious with its 

rebellious colonies, England clamped 

down and closed the Port of  Boston. 

Suddenly, businesses could not get the 

supplies they needed to make money. 

Food shipments stopped coming in, 

and many went hungry. The people 

of  Boston were forced to house and 

feed British troops, creating even more 

resentment among the colonists.

The Boston Tea Party
The Boston
Tea Party

~ Fast Facts ~
« The proTesTers ThreW ouT 90,000 
 pounDs of TeA, WhiCh WouLD be  
 WorTh $1 miLLion ToDAy .

« The evenT WAsn’T CALLeD The  
 bosTon TeA pArTy unTiL The  
 eArLy 1800s . AT The Time, iT WAs  
 simpLy CALLeD, “The DesTruCTion  
 of TeA AT bosTon hArbor .”

« The TeA ACT ACTuALLy mADe The  
 popuLAr Drink CheAper, buT CoLo- 
 nisTs ThoughT The TAx vioLATeD  
 Their righTs beCAuse They DiDn’T  
 hAve someone represenTing Their  
 vieWs in pArLiAmenT, Where The  
 LAW WAs CreATeD .

« pArLiAmenT DiDn’T expeCT The TeA  
 ACT To upseT The CoLonisTs . They  
 pAsseD The ACT To prevenT smug- 
 gLing AnD To sAve The briTish  
 eAsT inDiA CompAny from going  
 bAnkrupT, AnD They AssumeD The 
 LoWer CosT of TeA WouLD pLeAse  
 The CoLonisTs .

A U.S. postage stamp from 1970 
commemorating the bicentennial of 

the Boston Tea Party.

The official U.S. Mint $20 
coin commemorating the 

Boston Tea Party, 2000.
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The Boston Tea Party, 1773
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The Minutemen

The Lexington Minuteman statue is in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, representing Captain John Parker.

U.S. Postage stamp of a 
Minuteman, issued 1925The people of  Massachusetts knew that war with Britain 

was likely to happen, and they wanted to be ready. 

They removed anyone loyal to Britain from the state militia, 

a military force made up of  civilians, and created a new 

company of  soldiers called the Minutemen.5 Levi 

belonged to this special group of  fighters, and he 

was among the first to serve in the Revolutionary 

War. Regular militia men were required to serve 

without pay, and they trained only a few times a 

year. But Minutemen like Levi volunteered to 

serve. They trained several times each week 

and were paid for their service. 

They were expected 

to remain armed at all 

times so they could be ready to fight at 

a minute’s notice. 

Levi served under Colonel 

William Prescott in the company of  

Captain Timothy Underwood on the 

historic night of  18 April 1775. 

That night, British troops planned 

to arrest two Patriot leaders in 

Lexington before marching to Concord.6 There, they hoped 

to seize weapons hidden by the colonists. But Patriot spies 

learned of  their plan and set out to warn the rebels. Paul 

Revere, Samuel Prescott, and William Dawes made their 

historic ride from Boston that night, alerting everyone in 

their path that the British were coming. Paul Revere never 

delivered his message, because he was captured by the 

British army, but Prescott escaped and successfully warned 

the people of  Concord.

The news reached Levi and his 

fellow Minutemen in Westford 

around 10 o’clock the next 

morning. They grabbed their 

guns and marched to Concord, 

but the fighting was over by 

the time the Minutemen had 

arrived.7 

Colonel William Prescott
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Reenactment of Minutemen in battle.

They hurried on to Cambridge, and by the next day, 

thousands of  Minutemen had gathered from nearby towns. 

Together, brave men protected Boston from British attack. 

The war had begun, and the Patriots would spend the next 

seven years fighting fiercely for their freedom. 

The Minutemen were not expected to keep fighting 

after that first battle in Boston, and many of  them returned 

home. But Levi believed in the Patriot cause, so he joined 

the 7th Continental Regiment headed by Colonel Prescott. 

In June 1775, Levi’s regiment became part of  General 

George Washington’s Continental Army. He was issued a 

coat, which probably served as his uniform. Levi served 

in the Continental Army for 97 days. By the time he was 

released, Levi had become a colonel and led his own 

regiment of  men.

Minutemen
~ Fast Facts ~

« minuTemen eLeCTeD Their offiCers, AnD  
 DeCisions Were mADe by The enTire group . 

« onLy The besT AnD mosT skiLLeD men in The  
 miLiTiA Were Chosen To be minuTemen . They  
 reCeiveD exTrA TrAining ThAT WAs more  
 frequenT AnD inTense ThAn reguLAr miLiTiA  
 TrAining .

« The firsT shoT of The WAr WAs fireD in  
 LexingTon, buT To This DAy, noboDy knoWs  
 WhiCh siDe mADe WhAT WouLD Come To be  
 knoWn As The “shoT heArD ’rounD The  
 WorLD .”
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The death of General Warren at the Battle of Bunker Hill, 17 June 1775

The Battle of
Bunker Hill

~ Fast Facts ~

« pATrioT miLiTiA men Were ToLD To seize 
 bunker hiLL, buT They misunDersTooD  
 AnD forTifieD neArby breeD’s hiLL  
 insTeAD . This is Where The bATTLe  
 ACTuALLy Took pLACe, ALThough iT  
 is remembereD As The bATTLe of  
 bunker hiLL .

« During The bATTLe, resiDenTs of  
 ChArLesToWn fLeD Their homes To neArby  
 hiLLTops AnD WATCheD As Their CiTy  
 beCAme enguLfeD in fLAmes . resiDenTs of  
 bosTon WATCheD The bATTLe from roof- 
 Tops, hiLLTops, AnD ChurCh sTeepLes .8

« Among The mAny heroes of ThAT DAy WAs  
 A former sLAve nAmeD sALem poor .  
 CoLoneL presCoTT AnD oTher CoLoniAL  
 offiCers sAiD poor hAD “behAveD Like An  
 experienCeD offiCer, As WeLL As An 
 exCeLLenT soLDier,” AnD They peTiTioneD  
 The generAL CourT of mAssAChuseTTs To 
 give him A reWArD . The Brown Bess was one of  the most popular muskets among soldiers. 

To load it, a soldier pulled back the firelock and measured powder into 
the pan inside the gun. Then he jammed a bullet cartridge into the 

barrel with a ramrod. When he pulled the trigger, the powder caught 
fire and exploded, forcing the cartridge out of  the barrel.9
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The Battle of  Bunker Hill
Soon after joining General Washington’s army, Levi 

fought in the Battle of  Bunker Hill. He is lucky to 

have survived—more than 1,400 soldiers were killed or 

wounded, and it was one of  the war’s bloodiest battles. 

It began on the morning of  17 June 1775, when Patriot 

forces blocked British troops from leaving Boston by 

securing Breed’s Hill.10, 11 The British marched up the hill 

in perfect formation with their bayonets ready—a fearsome 

sight to the Patriots, who had limited ammunition, food, 

and water. 

There were many inexperienced fighters on Breed’s 

Hill that day, but the seasoned veterans among them kept 

the men steady. As the British marched closer, Colonel 

Prescott shouted, “Do not fire until you see the whites of  

their eyes!” His command allowed the Patriots to shoot 

more accurately and save precious ammunition. Twice the 

British advanced, only to be mowed down within point-

blank range of  the Patriots. Surrounded by dead sol-

diers, the British threw down their packs and desperately 

charged the Patriots. Out of  ammunition, they were forced 

to retreat. The British captured 

Breed’s Hill, but 1,000 of  their 

men were left dead and wounded, 

compared to the Patriots’ 400. 

Although they lost the battle, the 

Patriots learned that they could 

stand their own against Britain’s 

best soldiers.

Map of the Battle of Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill
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Weapons
The Patriots beat one of  the most powerful armies 

in the world, despite having little training and a limited 

supply of  weapons. Levi likely fought with a simple gun 

called a musket.13 Colonists used these guns for hunting, 

and to protect themselves from wild animals and other 

people. Muskets were not very accurate, especially for 

targets more than 100 yards away. Reloading a musket 

was a slow process, and a soldier could only fire two or 

three shots per minute. 

During battle, troops stood in lines shoulder to 

shoulder and marched toward the enemy while firing at 

them. Men who had been shot dropped to the ground, 

but the rest continued to march forward. The 

 

battlefield soon became hazy with smoke 

from the gunpowder, making it difficult to 

tell who was an enemy and who was not. 

Once the Patriots came within close range 

of  British troops, they fought hand-to-

hand using the long, metal blade attached 

to the barrel of  their musket, called a 

bayonet. 

Uniforms
Many Patriot soldiers fought in their 

own clothes, which they wore for months 

or even years at a time.14 Soldiers walked 

wherever they went, and it was important to keep their 

feet warm and dry. Many men wrapped rags around 

their feet in place of  shoes, even in winter. Those who 

did own shoes alternated feet to wear them out 

slower. Some soldiers wore helmets into battle, made 

of  hard leather, or brass, or covered with bear fur 

or horse hair to protect them from the blows of  a 

sword.

The Life of  a Patriot Soldier

Muskets were essential weapons during the 
Revolutionary War. These long, smooth guns were not 
accurate beyond 100 yards, so armies often fought in 

lines, shooting enemies at close range.12

The Charleville musket, 1777

Powder horn
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General George Washington ordered that 

soldiers in the Continental Army wear blue 

wool coats in 1779, but each militia had its own 

uniform. The inside color of  a coat lining indicated 

which state a soldier was from. Soldiers from 

Massachusetts, like Levi, wore a blue wool coat with 

a white lining.

Wild rice

How to Make Fire Cakes

Ingredients: 
½ cup wheat flour, large pinch of salt, ¼ cup water. 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Combine flour and salt 

in a mixing bowl. Slowly add water to the mixture 

and stir until a dough forms. It should form into a 

ball without being too sticky. Divide the dough into 

two sections and flatten each section into a disk using 

your hands. Line a baking sheet with parchment 

paper and place the disks of dough on a baking sheet. 

Bake for 30 minutes. Eat while still warm.

Fire cakes

1 pound of flour

Food
Daily rations for an 

American soldier included 

one pound of  beef, one pound 

of  bread or flour, 6.8 ounces 

of  peas, 1.4 ounces of  rice, one 

pint of  milk, and one quart of  spruce beer 

(which prevented a disease called scurvy, caused by a 

diet lacking fresh fruits and vegetables).15 

Soldiers preferred to camp near cities 

and towns, where they fared better than 

soldiers on the march. Delivering food 

to an army spread out in the wilderness 

General George Washington
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Canvas tents to shelter six men or more

was difficult. Continental soldiers often lived close to 

starvation, eating only “fire cakes” made of  water and 

flour paste that was cooked over a fire.

Shelter
Soldiers marched and made camp in all types 

of  weather: rain, heat, cold, and snow.16 Their tents 

were made of  canvas and designed to shelter six men, 

although many more men than that were often squeezed 

inside. When tents were not available, soldiers slept on 

the ground with blankets outside or in a crude shelter 

made of  sticks and blankets. With little insulation, 

soldiers sometimes froze to death in winter. Camp was 

usually a disgusting and dangerous 

place that smelled of  sweat, dirt, and 

human waste.

It became too difficult to fight in 

the extreme cold and snow of  winter, 

so soldiers lived in more permanent 

camps like the one at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. The 

conditions at Valley Forge were harsh. The camp had 

about 2,000 log huts that held 12 men each. They had 

no mattresses, so soldiers slept on wooden bunks piled 

with leaves or straw. Although these huts gave more  

     protection than tents, they were still drafty and  

           bitterly cold.
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Women provided support to the Continental Army 
during the American Revolution.

Women on the Battlefield
The brave work of  American women helped the 

Patriots win the Revolutionary War.17 Groups of  women 

often followed their men to battle and provided the 

support services needed to keep the army going. They 

cooked, baked, did laundry, mended uniforms, and 

nursed the wounded. They received supplies and money 

for their work, but these women also believed in the 

importance of  winning. Sarah Osborn spoke for many 

women when she said, “It would not do for the men to 

fight and starve, too.” Women like Kate Moore Barry 

scouted and spied for the army, while the name “Molly 

Pitcher” was used to represent the many women who 

took up arms or disguised themselves as men to fight 

throughout the revolution. Women and children also 

made good spies. Women working in taverns listened to 

soldiers talking about troop movements or battle plans. 

Some even stored weapons and gunpowder.
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In winter, work was done indoors. It was a 
time to spin wool into cloth and sew. A young 

girl might practice stitches on her sampler in the 
evening, after her mending work was done.

Women at Home
Women played an important role in 

events that led to the Revolutionary War, 

especially in boycotts on British goods.19 They held 

spinning bees to weave cloth by hand so they would 

not have to buy it from England. During the war, 

women made uniforms and raised money for the 

Patriot cause. Women also made excellent spies. 

Anna Strong conveyed messages to other Patriot 

spies with laundry.20 A black petticoat hung on the 

line or a certain number of  handkerchiefs conveyed 

the locations of  important people and 

meeting places. 

Life at Home During the War

Many women found themselves running their 

husband’s farm or business while also cooking, 

cleaning, and raising children.21 When battles 

happened nearby, women often had to cope with 

armies taking over their land or camping on it. 

They were sometimes forced to house officers in 

their homes, and hungry soldiers often raided their 

gardens and killed their livestock.

The Boston Chronicle in April 1766 wrote that women there “exhibited a fine 
example of  industry, by spinning from sunrise until dark...” 18
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Children
Children in colonial America lived much different lives 

than children today.22 They were treated like adults from a 

young age and were expected to do many chores like 

fetch water, clean the house, and feed farm animals. 

There was little time for play, but children still found 

moments here and there for a game of  hopscotch, leap-frog, 

or hide-and-seek. Children treasured the few toys they had, 

perhaps a doll, a kite, a top, or a bag of  marbles. 

Most children did not go to school, because 

their parents needed their help on the farm. 

Those who did go to school rarely had books 

or writing tools. Boys became apprentices at 

the age of  14, where they learned a trade in 

addition to reading, writing, and math. Some mothers taught 

their daughters to read and write, but many did not. 

The war made children’s lives much more 

difficult. With their fathers, brothers, and other male 

relatives gone, children had to help their mothers 

plow the fields or do housework while their 

mothers ran the family business. Children 

often witnessed the war’s violence themselves, 

and had to cope with the painful loss of  loved 

ones who were killed or captured by the British. 

Child spy Dicey Langston, also known as 
“Daring Dicey,” became well known for her 

bravery and patriotism during the Revolution.
Her father, Solomon, and her brother, James, 

were patriots. Whenever Dicey heard anything of  
interest, she would hike across the Enoree and 
Tyger rivers to James’s militia unit and report 
the information. Once Dicey overheard a group 
of  Loyalist soldiers called the “Bloody Scouts” 
planning to wipe out her brother’s militia unit. 
After dark, in the pouring rain, 
Dicey headed to the unit’s 
camp to inform the soldiers of  
the plan. She had to cross streams 
and marshes. Then, because the 
footbridges were washed out from  
the heavy rain, she had to swim across 
the Tyger River. Dicey refused to let 
these conditions stop her from reaching 
James’s camp that night. The next day, 
when a British scout arrived at the 
camp, he found it deserted, thanks to 
Dicey’s efforts.23
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The Declaration of Independence

Richard Henry Lee reading the Declaration 
of  Independence at the centennial 4th of  July 

celebration in Philadelphia, 1876.

On 8 July 1776, a bell rang through the city of  Philadelphia, calling the people to gather.24 Colonel John 

Nixon stood on the steps of  the Pennsylvania State Hall and read the Declaration of  Independence in 

public for the first time. The document told Great Britain that the colonies had formed a new and free nation called 

the United States of  America. They were no longer subjects of  the British crown.

Nixon barely made it through his reading, interrupted as the audience cheered and fired their muskets. They 

were thrilled with what the Continental Congress had sent to the king. 

Some cities celebrated by making bonfires and burning puppets of  

King George III. The Declaration was read in churches across the 

colonies, to people who shouted in support. However, some colonists 

who were still loyal to the king reacted to 

the document with anger and disgust. 

Nevertheless, the Declaration swept 

through the colonies like wildfire 

and inspired many people to join 

the cause for independence.
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The Declaration 
of Independence

~ Fast Facts ~
« The DeCLArATion of inDepenDenCe WAs noT signeD on  
 4 JuLy 1776 . in fACT, ThAT is The DAy The ConTinenTAL  
 Congress ADopTeD The DeCLArATion, buT The DoCumenT  
 WAs noT signeD for AnoTher monTh . mosT of The  
 DeLegATes signeD on AugusT 2, AnD five oThers signeD  
 iT LATer . 
« one of The signers, riChArD sToCkTon, WAs CApTureD  
 AnD JAiLeD by The briTish AfTer signing The DoCumenT .  
 AfTer monThs of TorTure AnD sTArvATion AT The hAnDs  
 of The briTish, he Took bACk his oATh To The uniTeD  
 sTATes of AmeriCA . 
« During WorLD WAr ii, The DeCLArATion of  
 inDepenDenCe WAs heLD in forT knox for proTeCTion .  
 pACkeD in A speCiAL ConTAiner ThAT WAs seALeD WiTh  
 LeAD, WrAppeD in pADLoCks, AnD Then pLACeD in A LArger  
 box, The preCious DoCumenT WAs TAken inTo proTeCTion 
 unDer The WATCh of ArmeD guArDs . iT WAs reTurneD To  
 WAshingTon, D .C ., in 1944 .

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and 
Thomas Jefferson, met at Jefferson’s house 

on the corner of  Seventh and High (Market) 
streets in Philadelphia, to review a draft of  the 

Declaration of  Independence, 1776.
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The British 
Surrender 

at Yorktown

In the fall of  1781, Washington and the 

Continental Army surrounded the city 

of  Yorktown in Virginia.25 British Lieutenant 

General Cornwallis had made the city his 

headquarters, so the Patriots attacked Yorktown 

with help from the French navy. American troops 

used cannons to bombard the city for five days. 

With his troops exhausted and the city destroyed, 

Lord Cornwallis finally sent a drummer and an 

officer with a white flag to Washington. The battle 

at Yorktown was over by 19 October 1781. The 

American colonists had finally defeated the 

British army, and the United 

States of  America was on 

the path to freedom.
The British Surrender at Yorktown
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The British Surrender at Yorktown

The British 
Surrender at 

Yorktown
~ Fast Facts ~

« The LAsT bATTLe of The WAr invoLveD  
 AmeriCAn, frenCh, AnD briTish Troops, buT  
 ALmosT one ThirD of The soLDiers Were  
 germAns . ThousAnDs serveD on boTh siDes  
 As hireD fighTers . 

« The briTish firsT TrieD To surrenDer To The  
 frenCh, Who insisTeD They surrenDer To  
 The AmeriCAns . 

« generAL CornWALLis CLAimeD To be Too siCk  
 To ATTenD The surrenDer, so he senT generAL  
 ChArLes o’hArA WiTh his sWorD To meeT  
 The AmeriCAns .
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The Treaty of Paris
The Treaty

of Paris
~ Fast Facts ~

« iT Took more ThAn four monThs To rATify 
 The TreATy AfTer iT WAs signeD, beCAuse  
 of The sLoW nATure of 18Th CenTury  
 TrAnsporTATion . king george Took  
 neArLy 18 monThs To rATify The TreATy— 
 five monThs AfTer his DeADLine .26

« The TreATy is nAmeD for Where The uniTeD  
 sTATes of AmeriCA AnD briTAin negoTiATeD  
 iTs Terms . The TreATy ALLoWeD The uniTeD  
 sTATes To expAnD WesTWArD, WhiCh WouLD  
 LATer ALLoW The u .s . To spAn from CoAsT  
 To CoAsT .

« oTher nATions invoLveD in The WAr, suCh  
 As frAnCe, spAin, AnD The DuTCh repubLiC,  
 ALso signeD TreATies . spAin reCeiveD fLoriDA  
 As pArT of iTs TreATy .27

Delegations at the Treaty of Paris. The British delegation refused to pose, 
and the painting was never completed. Painted by: Benjamin West, 1783.

In 1783, the United States and Great Britain began peace 

talks that officially ended the American Revolutionary 

War. John Jay, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams forced Great 

Britain to recognize the United States as an independent nation. 

When the treaty was signed, Franklin wrote, “the great and haz-

ardous enterprise we have been engaged in, is, God be praised, 

happily completed.” The Continental Congress ratified the 

treaty in early 1784, and Americans across the country toasted 

everyone from the army to French King Louis XVI.
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The preliminary articles of peace stated that the British could “carry off no Negroes or other American property.” Artwork by Carl Wilhelm Anton Seiler.
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Levi’s Life After the Revolutionary War
Only a few details are known about how Levi 

spent his life after the war. The Temple 

family moved to the farming town of  Bowdoin, 

Maine, where people raised sheep and grew many 

crops like apples, wheat, hay, and 

potatoes.28 There was also an ice 

company, sawmill, gristmill, card-

ing mill, and brickyard. He became 

a Freewill Baptist Minister and died 

around 1821, when he was about 70 years old. His 

descendants believe that he was buried on Beaver 

Hill in the town of  Freedom, Maine.

Hand-colored map showing Bowdoin, 
Maine, where Levi Temple lived until his 

death in 1821.



2727

Census record for Levi Temple, Lincoln County, Massachusetts, 1800

LIncoLn county
Massachusetts 

~ 1800 Census ~

Head of Family:  
 Levi Temple

Free White Males:
 Under 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
 10-16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
 26-45  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

Free White Females:
 Under 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
 26-45  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

Slaves  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0
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Levi’s Legacy
Levi was one of  nearly 400,000 men who risked their lives 

for American freedom. About 25,000 of  those men died, 

and those who survived endured physical and psychological 

scars for years to come. Their sacrifice is remembered every 

Fourth of  July, the day America’s Founding Fathers adopted 

the Declaration of  Independence in 1776. The descendants 

of  American Revolutionary War Patriots have a unique 

opportunity to preserve the story of  their ancestors and to 

carry on their legacy of  freedom.



Few will have the greatness to bend 
history itself; but each of  us can work to 
change a small portion of  events, and in 
the total of  all those acts will be written 

the history of  this generation.
~Robert Kennedy

29
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